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(54) PRINTER 
(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To enable printer control by a CPU even 
during data transfer by connecting a direct memory access(DMA) controller 
and a RAM through a local bus when continuously receiving image data 
from a host computer. 

SOLUTION: A laser printer 1 forms an image by controlling an image 
forming mechanism 2 and an engine controller 3 for controlling this 
mechanism according to image data and control data supplied from a 
personal computer PC 4 as the host computer. An interface I/F 10 
switches an interruption mode for supplying the control data supplied from 
the PC 4 through a CPU bus 21 to a CPU 11 and a transfer mode for 
supplying the similarly supplied image data through a local bus 22 to a DMA 
controller 17. An arbitration circuit 15 allows access to a DRAM 16 due to 
either the CPU 1 1 or the DMA controller 17. Thus, the receiving processing 
and image forming processing of image and control data can be 
simultaneously performed. 
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